DANZIG

Prussia. That was how the Polish city of Danzig
fell into Prussian hands.

Thirteen years later, in 1806, after the defeat
of Prussia at Jena, Napoleon set foot on Polish
territory, and in January of the following year he
ordered a siege of Danzig. Polish troops played a
prominent part in the siege, their fighting spirit
being fired by the consciousness that they were
fighting for a Polish city and for the Polish Sea.
The Prussian-Russian garrison was resented by
the population of Danzig, who looked on Poland
as their liberator. For example, an attempt by
Count Kockow to raise a Prussian Free Corps in
Danzig was a complete failure. Soon after, the
Count fell into the hands of the besieging Polish
troops. The Danzigers even had secret communica-
tions with the Polish outposts whom they
were regularly supplying with valuable informa-
tion. Indeed, 400 Prussian officers and men
deserted to the Poles and some of them actually
joined Polish regiments. This is a proved
Jkct which even the Nazi historians could not
deny.

In May 1807 a large-scale attempt was made
to cut off the city of Danzig from the sea, and in
the latter half of the month Danzig surrendered.
On the iyth May the Polish Legion marched in,
followed by six French line regiments. The taking
of Danzig had improved the position of the Great
Army, and Napoleon created the title and dignity
of 'Duke of Danzig* with which to reward
Lef&bre, commander of the besieging army. In a
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